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Thomas Gibbons, Thomas Gibbons Law, Hamilton

Thomas’s practice focuses on land development and land governance issues.

He has special interests in unit titles, subdivisions, land covenants, and local
government property matters, and has given expert evidence in the High Court
on land development and unit title issues. Thomas has qualifications in law and
planning, and has written extensively on property law issues, including (recently)
an update of the Laws of New Zealand title on Land Law, and articles for the
Resource Management Journal and Property Lawyer. He chaired the inaugural
Subdivisions Intensive in 2018.

Ross Hurly, Land Information New Zealand, Hamilton

Ross is a highly experienced solicitor supporting the Property Rights team at
LINZ, specialising in complex registration matters. He has previously presented
at subdivision workshops for lawyers and surveyors throughout the country and at
Property Law Section events.

lan Jespersen, Burton Partners, Auckland

Ian is an experienced property, real estate and trust legal advisor. He has
undertaken a wide range of work for both corporates as well as high net worth
clients on matters such as development land acquisition, commercial and
residential developments (high rise, green field and brown field) dealing with
infrastructure funding arrangements with territorial authorities as well as disposals
(sell down and leasing) and the restructuring of holdings. Ian also has considerable
experience in dealing with Public Works Act acquisition issues.

Denise Marsden, AlexanderDorrington Lawyers, Auckland

Denise is a leading expert in property law. She has a wealth of knowledge
complemented by a true passion for property and people. Denise has been a
director at AlexanderDorrington since 2007 and specialises in development and
construction, leasing, sale and purchase of land, subdivisions, unit titles, property
finance, conveyancing and management rights.

Sarah Mitchell, Simpson Grierson, Auckland

Sarah is a senior associate in Simpson Grierson’s local government and
environment work group. She acts for a range of private developers, local
authorities and council-controlled organisations and has expertise in all stages

of the planning process. Sarah advises on planning queries that arise during

the site selection and due diligence processes, and has expertise in consenting
infrastructure and housing projects under both the RMA and the COVID-19
Recovery (Fast-track consenting) Act 2020, together with private plan change
applications to rezone land. She appears regularly in Council hearings and before
the Environment Court and High Court.
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Charlotte Muggeridge, Harkness Henry, Hamilton

Charlotte is an associate at Harkness Henry lawyers in Hamilton in the Resource
Management team. She has experience in both property and resource management
law, including sales and purchases, subdivisions, easements, Public Works Act
matters, unit titles, District Plan advice and Environment Court appeals. Charlotte
is a committee member of the Waikato Plan Leadership Committee which is
forming an overarching strategic plan for the Waikato region, and is on the Waikato
Conservation Board. She is also a board member for a variety of non-for-profits
both locally and internationally.

Adam Musa, CKL NZ, Hamilton

Adam Musa is an experienced cadastral surveyor responsible for leading the
surveying team in CKL’s Hamilton office. From large infrastructure projects to
greenfield residential, commercial, and industrial developments, he has covered
many detailed projects in his career to date. Adam’s focus is always on clients’
larger goals with a development and believes to be effective, surveyors need to
understand the nuances of a project and the bigger picture rather than just the
piece of land they are surveying.

Joanna Pidgeon, Pidgeon Judd, Auckland

Joanna Pidgeon is a property law specialist, Past President of the ADLS and
current member of the ADLS Property Law Committee. She is also a member
of the NZLS Land Titles Committee. Joanna often makes determinations under
the ASPRE when there are disputes, is a past Chair of the Property Disputes
Committee and gives expert evidence in Courts and Tribunals on a wide range
of property matters. She is experienced in fee simple, cross lease and unit title
subdivisions including those using incorporated societies.

Liz Stewart, Elizabeth Stewart Planning, Auckland

Liz has over 25 years’ experience in the subdivisions market, including working

as a subdivision planning team leader at Auckland Council, planning manager for
Align Ltd, and now runs her own practice in Auckland. Her expertise provides a
unique viewpoint from the Council, developer/planner and landowners’ perspective
and Liz understands the intricacies of subdivisions, the importance of getting
easements and other legal requirements right from the start, and the differing
strategies required when going through a subdivision process.

Nick Stillwell, Land Information New Zealand, Wellington

Nick has extensive experience working as a cadastral surveyor with eight years in
private practice in the land development space. In 2017 he joined the Modernising
Landonline programme, and is responsible for connecting surveyors to the delivery
side of new cadastral survey functionality. The programme methodology is Agile
and Nick’s role includes ensuring customers’ voices are heard so that LINZ can
continually prioritise the next most valuable piece of work to be developed and
delivered, working within an overall roadmap.



SPEAKERS

Vicki Toan, Glaister Ennor, Auckland

Vicki is a partner at Glaister Ennor specialising in resource management and unit
titles law. She acts for clients on a wide range of matters associated with resource
consenting, plan changes, the Unit Titles Act 2010, and the land-based aspects of
due diligence. Vicki regularly speaks on resource management and unit titles topics
at conferences, seminars, and webinars.

Andrea Watson, Land Information New Zealand, Christchurch

Andrea has practised law in boutique, mid-sized and large New Zealand law firms,
specialising in property registration matters. She is embedded in the Modernising
Landonline team with a strong focus on engaging with Landonline users to
strengthen the voice of the customer within the project.
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